YOLO COUNTY SHERIFF’S AERO SQUADRON

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

November 2001

ARTICLE 1 – NAME

Section 1:
The organization shall be known as the “YOLO COUNTY SHERIFF’S AERO SQUADRON” and is a volunteer organization.  (For purposes of clarification in these By-Laws, the Yolo County Sheriff’s Department will be referred to as the “Department” and the Yolo County Sheriff’s Aero Squadron will be referred to as the “Squadron”.)

ARTICLE II – ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTION
Section 1:
The purpose of this Squadron shall be to cooperate with and assist the legally constituted Sheriff’s Department of Yolo County, of the State of California.

Section 2:
The Squadron shall function under the orders and direction of the Sheriff of Yolo County, with or without compensation to the members thereof, in the enforcement of law and order during any and all emergencies declared by the Sheriff to exist within the County of Yolo.  All members serve at the pleasure of the Sheriff.

Section 3:
The Squadron shall render aerial law enforcement upon occasion, when, in the opinion of the Sheriff, such augmentation to the regular Department is essential to the public welfare and safety.

Section 4:
In the event of labor troubles, controversies or strikes, no member of the Squadron shall be called into service nor assigned to duty, which in any manner tend to involve them in the situation.

Section 5:
The services of the Squadron shall not be used in any manner that would circumvent the building up of the regular Department to its proper strength according to population, nor shall the services of the individual members to be used to the detriment of the personnel of the regular Sheriff’s Department.

Section 6:
All actions of the Squadron shall be governed by the Department’s manual of rules and regulations, policy and ethics.  No Squadron member will accept a mission assignment unless said member has first been qualified in that mission assignment.  In the event of an emergency, mission assignments must be made by an Executive Officer of the Squadron or his/her Liaison designee.  

Section 7:
All members shall follow the chain of command in the Aero Squadron and also the chain of command in the Department.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:
The Squadron shall consist of GENERAL MEMBERS who shall be restricted to persons not less than 18 years of age.  All members must comply with the Squadron By-Laws and Standard Operating Procedures and serve at the pleasure of the Sheriff.

Section 2:
All persons interested in membership to the Squadron must:

A. Attend three (3) meetings/events before being approved for membership;

B. Complete the required Personnel History Background form and sign the Release Form.

C. Be fingerprinted, photographed, cleared through CII, FBI and local law enforcement agencies at the discretion of the Department;

D. Meet the requirements as set forth by the Squadron’s STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES, (SOP’s)

E. Be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Board.

Section 3:
All members of the Squadron shall be duly appointed volunteer deputies of the Sheriff of Yolo County.

Section 4:
Any member who commits an act which violates Squadron Policy or who is an embarrassment to the Squadron or to the Sheriff’s Office is subject to disciplinary action, up to and including removal from the Squadron.  Disciplinary action, including termination of membership, may be decided by a majority vote of the Executive Board or by the discretion of the Sheriff.  Upon notification of such disciplinary action, the member shall have the right to appear before the Executive Board at the following Board meeting to appeal the decision.

Section 5:
Upon resignation, suspension or termination, the member’s badge, credentials and other Squadron materials shall be turned into the Commander or Liaison Officer.  Any member who resigns in good standing shall be eligible for consideration for membership in the future.  

ARTICLE IV – DUES

Section 1:
All GENERAL MEMBERS will pay a non-refundable semi-annual dues as specified in the STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES in addition to flight time costs as outlined in Squadron’s SOP’s.

Section 2:
An applicant to the Squadron will pay a non-refundable initiation fee together with a fee for Department required background check in the amounts specified in the STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES.  In addition to the initiation fee and background check fee, upon approval of membership, the applicant shall also pay first year’s dues and annual flight time costs.

Section 3:
Dues are to be paid in January and July of each year.  Any member, whose dues are in arrears after January 31 or July 31, will be terminated from the Squadron after two weeks official notice has been given.

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS

Section 1:
The Sheriff shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Squadron.

Section 2:
LIASON OFFICER – The Liaison Officer of the Squadron shall be appointed by the Sheriff from within the regular Department to serve at the will and pleasure of the Sheriff.

Section 3:
ELECTED OFFICERS- The elected officers shall be the COMMANDER, EXECUTIVE OFFICER, OPERATIONS OFFICER, TREASURER AND THE SECRETARY.

Section 4:
EXECUTIVE BOARD – The Commander, the immediate past Commander, Executive Officer, Operations Officer, Treasurer and Secretary shall constitute the Executive Board and be known as Executive Officers.  The Liaison Officer shall be an ex-officio member.

ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1:
The Liaison Officer shall be responsible to the Sheriff and has the power to enforce all orders, written or verbal, issued by the Sheriff.  He/She shall advise in the coordination of activities and establishment of such courses in training as may be deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the Squadron.  He/she will have voting rights on the Executive Board in case of a tie vote.

Section 2:
The Commander shall preside at all Executive Board and General Members’ meetings and may call special meetings as the need arises.  He/She shall have general supervision over all affairs of the Squadron.  He/She shall adhere to the wishes of the Squadron as well as to the demands of the Sheriff.  

Section 3:
The Executive Officer – The Executive Officer shall assume the duties of the Commander in his/her absence or disability.  He/She shall be responsible for recruiting and processing all Squadron applicants.  The Executive Officer is the second in the Squadron chain of command.  

Section 4:
The Operations Officer – The Operations Officer shall have the charge of all flights, training exercises, emergency and regular patrol mission flights.  He/She shall make a monthly report of all flights of the Squadron to both the Liaison Officer and Commander.  It is preferable, but not mandatory that the Operation Officer be a patrol-qualified pilot for a minimum of one year.  He/She is responsible for the general maintenance of the Squadron aircraft subject to the direction from the Executive Board or Commander.  He/She shall keep the aircraft in operation readiness and in compliance with all FAA requirements.  The Operation Officer is third in the Squadron chain of command.  

Section 5:
The Treasurer- The Treasurer shall receive all monies and give receipt for the same.  He/She shall deposit all monies in a bank, in an account under the name of the Yolo County Sheriff’s Aero Squadron.  He/She shall be responsible for the collection of all debts and payment of all bills approved by the Executive Board.  He/She shall give an itemized report as requested by the Commander.  The Treasurer shall be the chairman of the Budget Committee and shall present the budget to the Executive Board for approval by the January Executive Board meeting each year and for ratification by the General Membership.  Any unbudgeted expense that exceeds one thousand dollars ($1,000) must be approved by the General Membership.

Section 6:
The Secretary – The Secretary shall keep a complete record of all General Member, Executive Board and special meetings and shall notify the Squadron of all activities and regular scheduled meetings.  The Secretary is required to give the Commander copies of all minutes of all meetings within 30 days of said meetings.

Section 7:
The Executive Board – The Executive Board shall meet once a month at the discretion of the Commander and/or Liaison Officer.  The Board shall approve all committee chairmen and fill vacancies in accordance with Article IX. Section 2, contained herein. 

ARTICLE VII – NOMINATIN OF OFFICERS

Section 1:
The nomination of new officers shall be carried out at the regularly scheduled meeting in the month of October of each year.  All nominees must be Patrol Qualified members who have maintained a current membership for a minimum of one year.  

Section 2:
The election of new officers will be carried out at the regular scheduled General Membership meeting in the month of November of each year.

Section 3:
The new officers will assume their office at the Executive Board meeting in January.

Section 4:
All officers shall be elected for the term of one year.

ARTICLE VIII – MEETINGS

Section 1:
The regular meeting shall be held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY of each month or as determined by the Executive Committee.  Meetings shall start at 1930 hours (7:30 p.m.).

Section 2:
The Squadron year shall begin January 1 and end December 31.

Section 3:
Twenty-five percent (25%) of the General Membership shall constitute a quorum at a General Members’ meeting and a majority of officers will constitute a quorum at Executive Board meetings in order to conduct normal business of the Squadron.  

ARTICLE IX – VACANCIES

Section 1:
In case of death, resignation, dismissal or disability of the Commander, the Executive Officer shall succeed to all duties and privileges for the remaining term.  

Section 2:
Should a vacancy occur in any other elected office, the Executive Committee shall appoint his/her successor to serve the remaining term of such office providing such term does not exceed three (3) months, in which the case the office will be filled by an election held at the next regular meeting.  

Section 3:
Any officer missing three (3) consecutive meetings unexcused is considered to have vacated his/her responsibilities and the right to that office and will be replaced as designated by the Articles herein.  

ARTICLE X – TRAINING

Section 1:
All Squadron members shall, if possible, attend any schools for training given by the Department when invited to do so.

Section 2:
It is required that every member attend General Member meetings and if three (3) meetings in succession have been missed without valid reason, the member shall be called before the Executive Board for consideration of dismissal.  

Section 3:
A Patrol Qualified Pilot of the Squadron shall maintain PIC requirements as set forth in FAR, Part 91, as it pertains to mission requirements.

ARTICLES XI – AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS

Section 1:
These By-Laws may be amended by majority vote of the General Membership provided that previous written notice has been given and with two-thirds (2/3) of the membership present and voting at a General Membership meeting.  A member may vote by proxy if delivered to any member of the Executive Board prior to the commencement of that meeting.  Any changes or amendments to the By-Laws or Constitution shall first be approved in writing by the Office of the Sheriff.
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_____________________

E.G. Prieto






Larry L. Lawson

Sheriff-Coroner





Squadron Commander

____________________




_____________________

Penny Farrington





Christian Ott

Assistant-Sheriff





Squadron Executive Officer
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